
I have a swarm/bees in my 

tree/roof/shed/compost heap/bird box* 

(*delete as required) 

 

These are a few general notes and guidelines about having bees on your 

property, which hopefully you may find useful. 

 

You have heard it before... Do not panic! 
 

Caution! 

Many people help bumblebees with a sweet drink; this is fine. 

But, NEVER use honey (honey may come from different parts of the world 

and may carry pathogens that are deadly to bees! – honey jars should always 

be washed before recycling) 

Recipe: Mix equal parts hot water and clean, white, cane sugar (a teaspoon or 

so is more than enough). Allow to cool to room temperature. Place one or two 

drops in front of the bee. 

In the spring, moving the bee to a warm, sunny, sheltered location will also 

help. 

Things that you should know 

Bees have no interest in you, they just want to go about their business of 

surviving. 

Will you be stung? Almost certainly not, but be sensible! All creatures will 

protect their home, so do not be a threat. 

Stings from bumble bees are extremely rare, and honey bees will often warn 

you off with a high pitched buzz if you get too close to the hive – heed the 

warning and retreat quietly, no arm waving, no blowing. Almost all bee stings 

to the general public are caused through accidental rough handling and 

squashing. A honeybee will usually die if it stings you, and so has to weigh up 



self-preservation against protecting it's kin. Few people are stung by bees; 

wasp stings are far more common. 

If a bee should land on you, keep still and it will fly away after a few moments. 

If you wish to speed things up, simply point at the bee, move slowly and as 

your finger approaches, the bee will usually fly off. 

Attendance and Renumeration 

Most beekeepers offer a voluntary swarm removal service and will welcome 

a contribution toward their fuel costs. They are under no obligation to attend, 

and some may refuse to remove a nest or hive if they think that it is 

detrimental to the bees’ or their own health and safety. 

The advice that they offer is their personal recommendation based upon 

experience. 

  



What do they look like? 

Wasps: These are the easiest to identify. About ½” (13mm), slim bodies, very 

little hair, Yellow & Black stripes. 

Bumblebees: Ranging in size from less than an ½” to over 1” (12 to 25mm), fat 

and fury with a range of colour combinations including Orange, Yellow, Brown 

and Black. 

Honey & solitary bees: About ½” (13mm), a slim body, sometimes with banding, 

a range of colours from Black, through Browns and Amber. Bees loose hair 

with age and may become shiny! 

  
 

Wasp Bumble Bee Honey Bee 

 

   

 Tree Bumble Bee  

Photo Identification 

Emailing or “What’sApp”ing an image can help provide identification and so 

allow us to give more specific advice much more quickly than visiting. A good 

guide to taking photographs of bumblebees is here and can of course be 

applied to other species. Basically, nearly any image that is steady and in 

focus will help. 

https://www.bumblebeewatch.org/photo-tips/


Only take pictures of bees at the nest entrance, rather than random pictures 

around the garden. Remember, they may all look the same to you, but there 

are 250 species of bee in the UK. Even images from a distance can often rule 

in/out specific species. 

It is carrying pollen, it must be a honeybee! 

May bees, including Honeybees, Bumblebees and many species of Solitary 

Bees carry pollen on their rear legs (pollen baskets), some may be seen with 

a dusting of pollen on their bodies. 

I am allergic to bee stings! 

We all are! That is the point of a bee sting. They hurt (a little) when they 

occur and irritate afterwards! Its purpose is to aid our learning... messing 

with bees is unpleasant – remember to leave us alone! 

People react differently, and a sting can result in anything from a slight bump 

to swelling and red inflammation. Antihistamine tablets and creams can help, 

but always take medical advice before taking medicines. If you are 

susceptible to anaphylactic shock, ensure that your epi-pen is always with you 

and take extra precautions – always tell someone that you have been stung 

and ask them to monitor you. If you are anaphylactic, seek immediate medical 

assistance. For more information about Anaphylaxis, see here. 

Fun fact! Male bees (drones) are unable to sting. 

http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/Anaphylaxis/Pages/Introduction.aspx


I have a swarm 

 

 

 

 Images of Honeybee 

Swarms 

 

Swarms of honeybees in the air are noisy, spectacular, and very distinctive 

but are always placid, they are just moving home. Despite this, it is sensible 

to keep young children and animals at a safe distance. If you look carefully 

at the swarm at rest, you may see scout bees dancing, telling other bees 

about the dezrez that they have found. 

I have bees in my building 

How do I get rid of them? The fact is, that once a colony of honeybees is 

established in a building, it is difficult to remove them alive – and of course 

any form of removal equals expense in the form of access, dismantling and 

making good! 

The options are... 

• Removal – difficult and expensive. Access to heights and opening of the 

building is required before making good. Beekeepers are not normally 



equipped with the skills or insurance to undertake this alone, and so a 

builder will need to be appointed who is willing to work close to the bees. 

• Destruction – again money is involved, and bees have enough pressures 

without wilfully killing them! Destroyed bees can develop a distinctive 

unpleasant smell. If a pest controller is employed, it is vitally important 

that he uses the government approved agents and that he follows all 

guidelines, including the secure closure of the hive after agents have 

been applied. 

• Leave them alone! - Simply allow them to live out their lives since they 

are not causing harm. 

It may be worth pointing out to a builder that veils and bee suits are available 

at very reasonable costs if they need to negotiate areas near a feral hive. 

They may contact a beekeeper for advice on style and working in close 

proximity to bees. 

How long will they be there? Bumble bees will die out by the autumn, after 

producing several queens. Honeybee colonies may survive for about three 

years and produce one or more swarms each year. During the winter and spells 

of bad weather they may appear to have gone, they are just waiting for good 

flying conditions. 

Will they cause damage? No, they just occupy an existing space. 

Will there be any mess left behind? Bees and wasps are hygienic. After the 

colony has died, wax moths will move in and eat any remaining honeycomb. 

There will be some debris and moth frass left behind. Bumblebees may form 

a nest from local materials. e.g., loft insulation. Tree Bumblebee nest in tit 

boxes can be cleaned out in the late autumn. 

Are bees good for me? Bees work hard for their lodgings, and you should see 

more and better shaped fruits in your garden as flowers are efficiently 

pollinated by your private workforce. 

Watching bees coming and going from the comfort of a seat in the sun, armed 

with a glass of wine is a very relaxing pastime. It is always good to watch 

others work. 

I have bees in my bird box 

Bird boxes are too small for honeybees but are a favourite nest site of the 

Tree Bumblebee. This species is extremely sensitive to vibration and will spill 



out of the box in great numbers to investigate any disturbance. Males will 

also swarm around the front of other tree bumblebee nests, waiting to 

intercept emerging virgin queens during warm sunny periods. 

Can I move them? – yes you can move Tree Bumblebee nests with caution. 

Please do not attempt to move other types of bumblebees. 

I have bees in the ground or a compost heap 

Probably bumblebees. May be wasps. Very difficult to remove if underground. 

Try leaving an un-mown, un-weeded area around them to mark the nest, or 

use a different side of the compost heap. Identifying them is a fun pass-

time, you may have a rare species. Identification 

Note: In the identification charts, you will come across words like “wide 

spread”, this does not equate to common! 

You can mark bumble bee and solitary bee nest sites with canes like this…. 

 

Or make a cover like this for bumblebees, with three bricks and a slab, to 

protect from badgers and to keep inquisitive pets away. ONLY use this 

method for bumble bees. Do not use this method for solitary bees. 

Dress with a tub of flowering plants if you wish 

https://www.bumblebeeconservation.org/identification-tips/


I have bees going into tiny holes in the ground 

These are probably miner bees, solitary bees sharing a communal area. They 

tend to prefer sunny, sandy slopes. Quite harmless, give them some time and 

space to nest (mark with canes) until their activity has finished. Sitting 

comfortably and watching, with refreshments of course, is very rewarding. 

I have bees going into tiny holes in a wall. 

Usually masonry bees. Again harmless. Some may be carrying leaves to feed 

their young (often little semicircles taken from rose leaves), other species 

carry pollen. A sunny aspect is preferred in old, weathered walls, or beside 

door jambs and window frames. You can purchase wooden Solitary Bee Houses 

to encourage them. Again, endless entertainment! 

I have a wasp nest 

Like bees, wasps are greatly beneficial during the early part of the year; 

they eat caterpillars and insects. It is only later in the year that they become 

a pest as they search out sweet food to fatten their queens so that they can 

survive their winter hibernation. Unfortunately, we provide them with lots of 

sweet targets. Wasps can be very aggressive, although their paper nests are 

delicate works of art. A pest controller can help if the nest is a problem. 

Note that only a very few of the 7000 speices of wasp in the UK are 

aggressive! Check out the Natural History Museum here for more information. 

 

 

 

 

 Wasp nest in a shrub  

 

https://www.nhm.ac.uk/discover/what-do-wasps-do.html


Want to know more? 

Bees, Wasps & Ants are all related and are placed in the same family, 

Hymenoptera. The honeybee is thought to be the most evolved insect on the 

planet, but they all have amazing natural histories and are well worth 

examining, especially if you are lucky enough to be providing a home for some 

of these fascinating little creatures. 

Maybe your recent encounter has prompted you to think about keeping bees? 

 

Honey Bees: 

Our local association 

British Bee Keeping Association 

 

Solitary Bees: 

Solitary Bees 

 

Bumble bees: 

Bumblebee Conservation Trust 

 

Wasps: 

Bees Wasps & Ants Recording Society 

 

Hornets: 

European hornet 

Asian hornet 

Pest controllers 

Many pest controllers will charge you and may refuse to destroy bees; 

commercial pest controllers should involve a bee keeper before tackling 

honey bees to see if they can be extracted alive. Please ask for 

recommendations. 

http://northsomersetbeekeepers.org/
http://www.bbka.org.uk/
http://www.moraybeedinosaurs.co.uk/solitary.html
http://bumblebeeconservation.org/
http://www.bwars.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_hornet
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_hornet

